C.O.F. National Softball Tournament Rules

Approved by the High Court National Softball Committee

and the High Court Board
· The HST should send a communication to all state jurisdictions to see who is interested in hosting future tournaments. 

· Tournament will be held the last weekend of July or first weekend of August.  Tournament will be played Saturday with Sunday as a rain date.

· High Court will award future tournaments one year in advance to state jurisdiction to be decided at the February High Court meeting.  This will be publicized in the Forester magazine.

· State jurisdiction tournament committee must submit entry form and tournament information to the High Secretary Treasurer by February 1st so High Court can change or approve at the February High Court meeting.

· The state jurisdiction hosting the tournament cannot request donations, advertising, or extra money, outside of their own state jurisdiction.  This includes the High Court Home Office. 

· All participants must be C.O.F. members, at least 16 years old, and may play for only one team.

· Entry deadline will be three weeks prior to tournament.  All team managers are to be notified at least five days prior to the tournament of their first game time.

· Roster size is up to the individual team.

· Tournament Committee will provide T-shirts for a maximum of 15 players /coaches per team.  Team managers must supply shirt sizes on entries or else take leftover shirts, regardless of size.  If a team wishes to order more than 15 shirts they may purchase them at cost by informing the tournament committee at least three weeks prior to the tournament.

· ASA rules apply except for special C.O.F. tournament rules.

· There will be three divisions:  Competitive, Fraternal and Co-ed.

· Entry fee will be $175.00.

· Prize awards will be announced prior to the start of the tournament and based on $75.00 times the number of teams entered in the division.  Prizes will be awarded to at least the top 3 teams in each division.  Prizes will be limited to a maximum of 15 players per team.  If cash prizes are presented they will be awarded to the sponsoring court.

· The High Court will allow up to $3,000.00 per tournament.

· Only bats approved by ASA may be used.

· No metal spikes permitted.

· ​No alcohol permitted on tournament fields or in the stands.  

· Twelve run rule after 5 innings.

· Teams may bat up to 15 batters.

· All batters start with a one ball / one strike count with one courtesy foul with two strikes.  All batters will start with a two ball / two strike count for all innings started after 50 minutes.

· The Co-ed Division must have at least 5 female players on defense with at least 2 infielders, 2 outfielders (including a 5th infielder if team chooses to play with 3 outfielders), and a pitcher or catcher.  A female must follow each male batter.  A male batter who is walked will advance to second base.  With 2 outs following the walk of a male batter, the next female batter has the option to take a walk also.  

· Three homerun rule limit per team per game in the Competitive division, and one homerun rule limit per team per game in the Fraternal and Co-ed divisions.

· The mats will be used to call balls and strikes.

· A 44-47 core softball will be used and supplied by the hosting tournament committee.

· A courtesy runner may be used once per inning in the fraternal and co-ed divisions.  The courtesy runner will be the player who made the last out for that team.  No courtesy runner will be allowed in the competitive division.  

· The top team in the Fraternal division must move up to the Competitive level the following year, but may move back down to the Fraternal division in future years.  This will occur if they are returning six or more players.

· The tournament committee should have enough ball diamonds and satisfactory game time limits to play the entire tournament in one day.  

· Tournament committee should supply score sheets to all teams.  Water and First Aid treatment should be available for all participants.

· There should be a Mass and social gathering with an evening meal provided.

· After each tournament, all jurisdictions tournament directors should send any recommendations to the High Secretary Treasurer by October 1st each year.  Each tournament committee should pass on all pertinent information including Fraternal division winning team roster and full financial report to the next year’s tournament committee as well as a copy to the High Court Tournament Committee within 90 days of the completion of the tournament.
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